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Michener, James Return Paradise 
Random House. Apr. 23, 1951. 437p. $3.50. 


This title reveals that James Michener back among 
the atolls and that loves being there. None the less 
equally true that has some the Hollywood 
actor’s fear being typed. After Tales the South 
Pacific, turned American social material for Fires 
Spring, which exposed the pulp sex magazines 
tracing the search for artistic integrity its author- 
hero. The theme was familiar one, and the book 
created great stir, but the preface his new book 
reveals that even then hesitated return his old 
haunts: “But not even preoccupation with the 
Pacific could justify returning merely grind out 
another batch stories upon the old 
writer’s artistic life most delicate adjustment 
many factors, and simply refused waste mine sailing 
after fresh Pacific yarns.” 


was not Rodgers and Hammerstein who decided him 
the contrary but rather the belief that new kind 
book could make the Pacific intellectually honorable. 
His plan mixture fact and fiction: series 
essays about the islands and their peoples, with each 
piece followed story that illuminates the theme 
the essay. Sometimes the association very loose, and 
some might find the mixture incongruous; but the alter- 
nation not disconcerting the reading, and there 
satisfying unity impression. 


Nine insular groups are covered: the atolls, Polynesia, 
Fiji, Guadalcanal, Espiritu Santo, New Zealand, Aus- 
tralia, New Guinea, and Rabaul. The essays that treat 
them are Gunther-like style that crams in- 
credible amount war reminiscence, personal experi- 
ence, and curious information into brief space; the de- 
tails teem with everything from the influence surplus 
jeeps native economy the phonetics the Fijian 
alphabet. Included considerable notice personali- 
ties, both famous and obscure, associated with the 
islands: Stevenson, Melville, Gaugin, Frisbee, Hall, mis- 
sionaries, and beachcombers. first the melange might 
seem unselective and chaotic, but gradually satur- 
ates the reader with local color and realistic minutiae 
that develops sense easy intimacy with the 
scene. The method superficial and journalistic, but 
effective for Michener’s purpose. also honest 
enough not carried his romantic devotion into 
denial that paradise has apples and snakes; reports 
the filth, the insects, the disease, the racial injustices 
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the same time rises almost into poetry over the 
incredible beauty and sheer delight living available 
the islands. 


One the serious elements running through the book 
effort show the role that colonizing nations have 
played island history, the attitudes the natives 
toward these intrusions, and the implications Pacific 
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Michener Macken 


politics for our national security. Germany, Michener 
says, brought health services, good roads, and sound 
economy her possessions; yet her oppressive disci- 
pline made the people unhappy: “Where she went there 
cleanliness—and hatred.” The French have been 
less efficient but have won popular loyalty. The Amer- 
ican record one humaneness, moderate economic 
success, some fumbling, but general satisfaction among 
the people. What have not realized, fears, the 
vital importance that our actions some these 
remote spots have for our future welfare. 


Justice cannot briefly done his argument, but cen- 
trally regards Australia, the one real bastion, the 
key sound policy. Ultimately she will have choose 
between Russia and America, and even now are 
permitting drift away from develop. New 
Guinea the gateway Australia, and must never 
let fall into unfriendly hands: “for when does, our 
ally Australia doomed.” Other islands bear similar 
importance New Guinea, and Michener’s study 
the chain leads him almost passionately the conclu- 
sion: was completely certain that point: these 
islands are our concern. they are lost, the 
Pacific lost, and when that mighty ocean lost, much 
our way life gone.” 


The stories for the most part avoid this serious aspect 
life. “Mr. Morgan” concerns reclusive veteran who 
comes Matareva and breaks the brutal rule 
tyrannical missionary. “Povenaaa’s reflects 
the free sexual manners Tahiti girl’s instruction 
the art bartering her body for comfort. The great 
problem Fiji—what with the Indians, who are 
hated and threaten crowd all others out—is shown 
“The Mynah Birds”. “Until They Sail” deals with 
four sisters New Zealand and their love affairs, some 
marital and proper, others unfaithful and promiscuous. 
“The Story,” despite Michener’s insistence the con- 
trary, seems have autobiographical touches; tells 
author’s post-war return Guadalcanal, where 
pestered old planter who fancies himself 
writer. The man’s fantastic novel melodramatic 
clichés worthless, but disclosure within his own life 
really significant story provides subtle lesson 
the story-telling art that Michener knows supremely 
well. Australia receives the least typical treatment 
“The Jungle,” concerning another veteran’s return 
the scene his army service; the course his 
dreams are broken his wife’s cuckoldry, but 
least learns new manliness before coming tragic 
end. How this piece meant represent either Syd- 
ney the land kangaroos hard Good 
white lord’s hedonistic harem Espiritu 
Santo, and “The Fossickers”, Jack London account 
prospecting expedition with Shark Eye Shannon into 
the wilds New Guinea, complete the series. Michener 
has great gift for depth characterization, and 
sometimes unduly casual about coarseness well 
needlessly long; but does know the makings 
good story, and these pieces have the nostalgic charm 
man working with materials loves. 


The book concludes with summary “What 
Learned”: (1) that women enjoy the islands much 
men; (2) that the secret the Pacific the glory 
nature, for man lives best when harmony with 


Best SELLERS 


nature; (3) that “we must all all that can 
understand Asia”. The fruit the reader’s vicarious 
visit will similarly informational and emotional: 
realistic appreciation the Pacific, some occasionally 
fine description, and several good yarns. How much 
the admixture sexual promiscuity, unmorality, and 
alcoholic debauchery can justified faithful jour- 
nalism judgment best made those who know the 
locale. These aspects are not luridly displayed 
couched profanity, but they are plentiful and cer- 
tainly should restrict the book fully mature public. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Macken, Walter Rain the Wind 
Macmillan. Apr. 24, 1951. 312p. $3.00. 


recollection serves trustworthily, Walter Macken 
played the leading role the recent New York produc- 
tion The King Friday’s Men and was welcomed 
actor greater stature than the play which 
acted. is, gathered, tall man hearty build; 
but the play was not his shoulders and deal 
less weighty than he, said the critics; and Mr. 
Macken’s visit was not long duration. Long enough, 
however, let the Macmillan Company publish his 
third novel, which certainly measures the author’s 
size and should stay here long time, I’m any judge 
good tale; and thousand, thousand welcomes 
it. And any one who not charmed and cheered 
its warmth and wonder is, borrow Winchellism, 
communist. 


So, off goes hat and over the barn with for Rain 
the Wind; grand tale about Galway men 
and men Connemara, and the women, too; but the 
most belongs Micil Mor’s Mico, from the day 
toddler laid out Biddy Bee’s gander with tin 
mug its nasty neck the night turned the black 
boat back through the raging seas find Coimin’s 
Maeve waiting wet-haired for him the shore. 


Mico was the other son Delia and Micil Mor, and 
marked from his birth large purple splotch one 
side his face. had neither the fine features nor 
the fair hair his elder brother Thomas, and had 
not his brother’s brains, either; but was sturdy lad 
and his coming had cost his mother much pain, that 
she held against him and blamed him for getting his 
brother into whatever troubles came them. But 
Mico’s memory for book-learning was slow, and 
was not over-quick his sums and such school stuff, 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 


From Here Eternity (IV) 
Joy Street 

The Disenchanted (III) 
Morning Journey (IIb) 

The Balance Wheel (Ila) 
The Age Longing (III) 
The Disappearance (IV) 
Round the Bend (Ila) 
River the Sun (Ila) 

New York (IV) 


Washington Confidential (IIb) 

The Far Side Paradise (Ila) 
Rommel, the Desert Fox (Ila) 
His Eye the Sparrow (III) 


there was meanness him and was not thick 
clod. wanted above all fisherman like his 
father and his father’s father, Gran; and learned the 
ways the sea and the winds and the portents sky 
more surely than others. His size and his patience and 
good humor inspired confidence and won him friends, 
which was more than his brother’s good looks and fine 
brains could for Thomas. Thomas might have 
scholarship the university, and later job teach- 
ing and after that the offer place research 
laboratories England; but Mico had the loyalty and 
devotion his friends Twacky and Peter and Coimin 
and Padneen O’Meara, indeed, all the fisherfolk 
who sailed from the Claddagh the shores Aughris 
and Omey. And the little old schoolmaster they all 
called had respect and admiration for Mico, too; 
had seen enough youngsters his day know good 
stuff when saw it. 


met Maeve Connemara, when had been sent 
stay year with his uncle James for keeping Tommy 
out all one stormy night the round little island 
the Bay Oranmore, where and Peter and 
Twacky and Tommy had gone shoot birds with 
Peter’s oul man’s rifle and they had met young Josephine 
Mulcairns under the thorn tree and had stopped 
watch three seals play the rocks and had been 
marooned the tide and the rats had come swimming. 
Maeve had told him that first day that should never 
mind the mark his face. fell love with her 
then; but she was promised Coimin and married him 
after Mico went back Galway. Then Peter had taken 
cruel whack the head game hurley, and 
though recovered and was pledged Jo, began 
have queer spells and finally rolled over cliff 
one the Aran Isles, and went off nun. 
And Coimin was lost storm the sea, the night 
after they saw the ghost boat, and Maeve stayed their 
little house the hill waiting for the latch lift, 
until even she had give hope, and came Gal- 
way live with Peter’s mother and father and work 
drapery store. 


There’s grand climax, that has you sitting with your 
heart beating fit drown out the sound everything 
except the storm into which Mico sailed his anger 
and shame; and had not turned about and come 


Higgins Bowen 


back, you would have wept for fine tale’s hero 
you have met many long year, and that’s truth. 


Rain the Wind wonderful story; and all 
story. There’s axe-to-grind social tractism it; 
subcutaneous allegorizing; political satire. And that’s 
blessed relief story these days. The people are 
real your own friends, and human and decent. 
like Mico and all his friends; and you’ll remem- 
ber his story fondly. something for author and 
publisher proud of; and the Literary Guild would 
have been foolish let get them. And spite 
bit what the finicky would call profanity, can 
nothing but edify any reader. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Higgins, Marguerite War Korea 
Doubleday. Apr. 12, 1951. 223p. $2.75. 


difficult restrain one’s enthusiasm about this 
one-piece record correspondent’s observations 
Korea from the second day after the start hostilities 
the North Korean invaders the epic march the 
Marines from complete encirclement the evacua- 
tion Hamhung. 


The events recounted, fresh they are the minds 
the newspaper readers, cannot but rouse again the 
feelings bitterness, regret and, above all, admiration 
for the accomplishments the few who are the van- 
guard the world wide struggle. And alone 
the matter this story that moves the reader, for, 
despite the reporter’s objectivity, cannot forgotten 
that this Marguerite Higgins who shared the dangers 
the front line fighting, the hardships the little 
isolated battalion, and the frozen desperation the 
trapped Marines. 


mistake must made, however, that this 
woman reporter’s book. narrative that would en- 
hance the reputation any reporter, and exhibits 
clear thinking and common-sense that would credit 
any man. 


War Korea can recommended highly anyone 
wishing detailed and consecutive story the United 
Nations’ first military effort deal with raw aggression. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Bowen, Robert The Weight the Cross 
Knopf. Apr. 369p. $3.50. 


Another first novel, another veteran, therefore an- 
other war novel. This, however, war novel with 
difference. Instead simply portraying the obscene 
chaos modern war with the accuracy camera 
Mailer al, Robert Bowen sees the conflict, brutal 
framework which his characters work out one the 
perennial problems human nature. Specifically Bowen 
takes for his theme the problem human guilt and 
man’s need for redemption. studies the constant 
need man slough off personal guilt and restore 
himself harmony with himself, the world, and God. 


The week before Pearl Harbor, Tom Daley locked 
psycho ward Navy hospital outside Manila. 


Jones Apr. 
Schulberg Nov. 
Hilton Mar. 
Caldwell Mar. 
Koestler Mar. 
Wylie Feb. 
Ullman Jan. 
Lait Apr. 
Mizener Mar. 
Young Feb. 
Waters Apr. 


Dressler 


paranoid obsessed with feeling guilt, has tried 
escape the guilt jumping overboard and swim- 
ming the mainland. aboard his mates, 
went completely berserk and attacked the captain, 
symbol authority. While waiting ad- 
judged sane, learn sickly confused way some- 
thing his history. flashbacks, the reader discovers 
that Daley grew Connecticut during the depres- 
sion. His parents, the most unconvincing characters 
the book, hated and despised. feared their 
cruelty, laughed their fake piety and loathed their 
religion, Roman Catholic. Coupled with this fear 
and rejection all authority. The only bright spot 
his life was his adolescent love for Janice with whom 
refused intimate. Alienated from family, 
friends, authority and God, has overwhelming 
sense guilt and passionate desire kill. 


With Daley the same ward another psycho named 
Gaddy. likewise hated his father. was least 
emotionally involved with his sister. When she mar- 
ried, resented her husband. When her baby died, 
decided kill her. When she contracts fatal 
disease, Gaddy ran off and stayed away until after her 
death. When learns that she called for him and 
needed him, obsessed with guilt. This drives him 
into depression which maniacal and bears the 
scars the attempt suicide slashing his wrists. 
He, like Daley, Catholic. Both hate what they 


know the church. Both are infantile their ignor- 
ance Christ and the Church. 


While they wait for the interview with the psychiatrist, 


the attack the Philippines occurs. they are 
evacuated Manila, the ferry bombed; young Allen, 
medic, killed; and both Gaddy and Daley see the 
wreckage their old tin cans. the hospital Daley 
goes berserk again and tries kill ward attendant. 
Roughed little the medics, and madder than 
ever, plots and succeeds escaping with Gaddy. 
They head for the honky-tonk district which deserted, 
except for half breed, Minook. They force him 
lead them out the city. they face the problem 
resting for the night, Daley wants kill Minook but 
Gaddy intervenes and saves him. When they awake, 
the half breed gone; has sold them out the 
Japs. After Gaddy and Daley are taken, the Japs kill 
the half breed. 


They are well treated the Japs this point. The 
Japs are careless and the pair are able escape. Daley 
has chance kill again. Before very long, however, 
they are captured the main force the Japs. From 
this point the end the war they are several 
prison camps, spending their time work battalions 
and gradually starving. Shortly after their second cap- 
ture, Daley, tied tree, asked sabre-swinging 
Jap officer Christian. Scorning lie and yet 
fearing that affirmative answer will bring death, 
Daley answers “Christian” which kind un- 
willing profession Faith. 


the several camps, Daley and Gaddy meet the usual 
assortment humans, mean and great. The Ameri- 
can educated Jap officer shows up. The Americans 
who play the Japs against the prisoners are much 
evidence. The medics are accused trafficking with 
the enemy. Through all Gaddy gets sicker mentally 


Best 


and physically. reveals Daley that 
ex-Catholic. believes that cannot die until 
has paid off the debt his guilt. Daley rebellious 
and unconvinced. The incident which the Philip- 
pino boy Pete gives Daley his crucifix raises some doubts 
Daley’s mind. However, Daley scandalized 
the constant gulf between Christian belief 
tice. tries work out religion without God. 


the Americans approach Manila both Gaddy and 
Daley are hurt accident. Gaddy loses foot; 
Daley has shattered leg. the Americans enter the 
city, Gaddy dies, admitting his guilt vis-a-vis his sister. 
Daley liberated. much improved sails home 
the transport, reflects the course men and 
events. has discovered God psycho-visceral 
way and has found modus vivendi, not peace. 


Clearly such novel raises more problems than 
naturalism. Yet some the incidents are both ob- 
scene and unnecessary. The vulgarity much the 
dialogue not overdone, and will not harm 
the usual patois seamen and considerably toned 
down that. The two principal characters are copi- 
ously drawn; some the minor characters are excel- 
lent. The portrait the disturbed mind technically 
good. Moreover, the author trying say something 
eternally important. The reviewer wishes that the 
thesis were little clearer and that held together 
bit more firmly. One gets the impression that the con- 
clusion has nothing with the premises. The con- 
clusion utterly vague. One would wish that the 
theology guilt were explored with the same minute 
accuracy its psychology. One would expect the 
release from guilt founded sincere 
mei” expressed the seaman vernacular. 

Over the book hangs heavy paranoid quality which 
depressing. The emotions are raw and shocking. 
the end there catharsis. like putting one’s 
soul through food chopper. Yet Bowen can write. 
The theme perhaps too difficult for beginner, who 
has not settled all the problems that settles the 
book. 

The Weight the Cross will not harm adults; 
definitely not book for the kiddies, even the kiddies 
who society are called grown-ups. 


James Redding, 
Boston, Massachuettts 


Dressler, David Parole Chief 


Viking. Apr. 27, 1951. 310p. $3.50. 

The title this book will suggest some people an- 
other recent one, Six Convicts, Donald Wil- 
son. Each concerned with individuals out step 
with the rest the population, but whereas Wilson’s 
associates were tucked away Leavenworth, Dressler’s 
were scattered all over New York City and its en- 
virons. Entering the Division Parole that was created 
the state New York 1930, Dr. Dressler received 
various promotions, finally becoming executive director 
1939, post held until resigned 1948. When 
became member the Division Parole there 
were sixty members throughout the state; 1947 there 
were three hundred. The budget grew from $60,000 
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1930 $1,500,000 1947. This book tells the 


experiences one parole officer during this period 
expansion. 


The author firmly believes the merits the parole 
system. believes that many convicts reach the 
point where they are better off outside than inside 
jail. The individual, under the parole system, then 
released and placed under the supervision parole 
who helps the person concerned become 
good citizen the community. the former inmate 
shows any tendency revert crime, the parole officer 
expected send the person back jail. The author 
believes that the New York system, which selects its 
officers civil service examinations, good one and 
that not politically controlled. gives convincing 
evidence for his decision. 


The book filled with interesting accounts the efforts 
made parole officers influence men and women 
the end that the desire commit crime may dis- 
appear. the great majority cases, the parolee be- 
comes good citizen. The occasional parolee who re- 
turns crime receives much publicity and thereby 
tends bring the entire system into disrepute. Regard- 
ing the cause crime, Dressler uncertain. 
analyzes heredity cause, but does not accept 
important factor. The same thing holds true for 


inadequate intelligence. Poverty, lack formal educa- 
tion, poor housing, and other factors are also analyzed. 
The one finally accepted being the most important 
the absence family love and lack security 
youth. You will meet types this book that you prob- 


ably never knew existed. will find interesting 


and educational. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Hoffman, Paul Peace Can Won 
Doubleday. Apr. 20, 1951. 188p. $2.50. 


This comparatively small volume packed with 
assertions, arguments and proposals, that adequately 
review would require much knowledge not the 
present writer’s command; while even full synopsis 
would demand space equivalent pamphlet 
rather than book notice. 


Paul Hoffman, former president the Studebaker Cor- 
poration, administrator, from its beginning 
1948, his resignation October, 1950 the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration, and now director 
the Ford Foundation, here outlines his notion 
“Waging the term and idea says 
got from Bernard Baruch. 


The Soviet Union engaged, circumstances demand 
permit, new sort war against the non-Com- 
munist world. think war solely terms 
armed conflict. Soviet warfare also economic, politi- 
cal and psychological. win, must ourselves 
skillfully and perseveringly use economic, political and 
psychological factors—but honest fashion honest 
ends. For reasons which cites, Mr. Hoffman rejects 
the methods “doing business with Stalin”, ap- 
peasement, and “preventive war”. would have 
arm for defense, while using aggressively and build- 


Hoffman Gerson 


ing swiftly our material and moral advantages. 
must accept the leadership the free world thrust 
upon us, but accept the spirit comradeship 
rather than mastery—helping others help themselves. 
must spend money freely, but strictly according 
plan, not haphazard and sporadically. must cul- 
tivate unity home and among our allies. must 
revamp our domestic economy, especially regarding 
agriculture. must adopt universal military service. 
And, above all, must seek and find the highest type 
leadership direct the waging peace every 
front. Here have the highlights Peace Can 
Won, but contains much else besides. 


Mr. Hoffman has produced useful book. Controver- 
sial port, encouraging whole. Its cover 
jacket bears commendation General Eisenhower. 
The dedication Senator Arthur Vandenburg, 
who has died since the book was written, calls this 
writer’s mind extract from letter sent Mr. Van- 
denburg from his death-bed friend and read his 
funeral. 
“The spiritual values life come surging the 
fore. have little prayer meeting all myse!f 
each night. What the whole world needs more 
confidence and faith.” 


Perhaps here the best assurance that Peace Can 


Won. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Gerson, Noel The Mohawk Ladder 
Doubleday. Apr. 19, 1951. 276p. $3.00. 


During the early 18th Century there raged Europe 
and America, part the War the Spanish Suc- 
cession, major duel between Louis XIV and John 
Churchill, Duke Marlborough, together with Eugene 
Savoy which some the more brilliant pages 
military history were written. minor incident 
that duel was furnished company American 
Volunteers fighting under the Duke Marlborough. 
From this incident Mr. Gerson has concocted novel 
intrigue and adventure with the most slangily awk- 
ward and naive hero recent fiction. 


Chafing for action which was denied him until Chur- 
chill’s return from the Continent, Joshua Peattie, Lieu- 
tenant command Her Majesty’s American Volun- 
teers, was ordered execute the condemned French 
spy, Diane Ancours. Instead aided her escape 
and turn was given into Marlborough’s hands 
Jacques St. Roget, French master-spy. Marlborough 
dismissed Joshua from the army but Joshua escaped 
with the connivance Sir Rodney Herbert, who was 
taking him aboard ship for the colonies, and made 
his way France where joined the French Army. 
His motive was become spy, secure valuable in- 
formation and return Marlborough for vindication. 


Unfortunately St. Roget was too clever and even when 
Joshua learned new secret French weapon, the 
land mine, could not escape with the news the 
English. witnessed the battle Oudenarde and 
then fled Lille where St. Roget imprisoned and tor- 
tured him. Diane released Joshua through the cata- 
combs Lille and gave him land mine. Joshua led 


Windsor Thayer 


the English and Austrian besiegers into Lille and, 
reward, was restored command his company. 
After some campaigning the Low Countries came 
the siege Ghent and there Joshua led the defenders 
into the city using human pyramid, the Mohawk 
ladder, scale the walls. found and killed St. 
Roget and Diane was revealed one Marlborough’s 
secret agents. story’s end the united lovers plan 
their future America. The book suitable for all 
classes readers. 


Windsor, The Duke King’s Story 
Putnam. Apr. 16, 1951. 435p. $4.50. 


The Duke Windsor offers his memoirs with pre- 
tension that they are more than personal record; his 
preface says: make claim being man 
social historian. have attempted tell here 
only about the things that affected life Prince, 
King, and human being.” Yet was inti- 
mately associated with the world affairs and personages 
era that brought the greatest modern empire from 
its Victorian glory its present decline, and conse- 
quently his autobiography has inevitable significance 
social document. 


When Edward was born White Lodge, Surrey, 
June 23, 1894, twenty monarchs ruled Europe; when 
sailed from Portsmouth into exile December 12, 
1936, only six those empires survived. These are 
the years covered. The first them were devoted 
primarily princely training the precept “Remem- 
ber your position and who you are”. There was always 
something distasteful him thus being the object 
required homage, but none the less looks back 
Victorian and Edwardian days with certain nostalgia. 
Tutoring, struggles with mathematics the Royal 
Naval College, investiture Duke Cornwall and 
Prince Wales, and travels the dominions brought 
him eventually the threshold World War After 
somewhat sheltered role combat, renewed the 
good-will missions desired his father means 
strengthening imperial cohesion. The account these 
trips bit too extended, but the experiences made 
Edward king truly cosmopolitan outlook when 
succeeded the throne January, 1936. His decision 
marry Wallis Simpson, the clash with Baldwin and 
the Archbishop Canterbury, and finally his abdica- 
tion followed quickly. calls this story triumph 
love over political exigency, and there drama 
the carefully detailed sequence that not even repeti- 
tion and familiarity can stale. 

The man one perceives behind the writing—which suc- 
ceeds having human tone even within the efficient 
reportorial manner that evidently traceable Charles 
Murphy’s assistance with the manuscript—is 
“unbowed, unresentful somewhat whimsical Sover- 
The aristocratic rigidity parentally inculcated 
him was preserved high sense honor and un- 
swerving disdain pettiness and compromise prin- 
ciple even when was trying paradoxically democ- 
ratize his royal status. Though lost the crown 
his clash with Baldwin, emerged much the better 
man dignity and largeness mind. His sense 
humor, moreover, never deserted him, and has 
bit quiet fun with the personalities some his 


SELLERS 


adversaries; but there vengeful bitterness the 
treatment. The Duke remains wrong his view 
divorce, course, but both sides the dispute the 
abdication crisis were strangely content judge the 
issue conventional rather than moral basis. 


The editors Life did good job their serialized 
version the memoirs; the full book adds the intimacy 
detail and continuity but major episodes 
change essential character. Most the illustrations 
from the first publication are again reproduced with 
the author’s own captions. The content naturally will 
appeal more the generation whose memories extend 
back moderator lamps and antimacassars than 
those reared the age nuclear fission. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Thayer, Charles Bears the Caviar 
Lippincott. Apr. 18, 1951. 303p. $3.50. 


The publication this book could not have been more 
badly timed. especially mad moment the 
bear pit public emotion, officer the scapegoat 
Department State writes, with dedicated insouciance, 
memoir frivolous service not only tribal Afghan- 
istan and Nazi Germany, but also Soviet Russia. 
series clubroom anecdotes contrived display 
boyish diplomatic career just loaded with Ivy League 
laughs, Bears the Caviar could not better 
signed confirm the barefoot credulity the 
Carthy cult. 


its devotion the deliberately inconsequential, 
Thayer’s book disregards the serious accomplishments 
the author sixth man his class West Point, 
the parachuting chief the wartime military mission 
Yugoslavia, chief O.S.S. Austria, political 
liaison officer the Bonn Government, and or- 
ganizer and the Director the Voice America. 
concentrates Thayer’s somewhat repetitive foibles 
party organizer (non-political fooling around with 
trained seals, barnyard animals, and traveling politi- 
cians) for our Moscow Embassy, where, depression 
period West Pointer, started his employment 
messenger boy twenty dollars month. 


Thayer actually went Russia language student 
the expensive hunch that there would adven- 
turous work for him when Russo-American diplomatic 
relations were established. official American inter- 
preter, got familiar terms with such figures 
from almost dead past our ambassadors—Bullitt, 
Steinhardt, and Joseph Davies—and Walter Duranty, 
Eugene Lyons, and Norman Thomas well Mar- 
shall Budenny, with whom played polo and got 
drunk, and Mrs. Ned McLean, whose biography 
adds corrective footnote. This the effect that 
the international publicity seeker was talked out 
wearing the Hope Diamond the streets Moscow 
being told that “it was not likely stolen”. 
Thayer apparently unaware that Mrs. McLean’s ap- 
pearance had already caused excitement the dock 
Leningrad and that the lady herself wrote about the 
“envy” she detected the eyes the natives “Mos- 
cow night clubs”. 
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There were plenty adventures—none them very 
serious, but many throwing considerable light the 
peculiar charm well heeled existence ineffi- 
cient and overorganized Utopia. courier for the 
embassy, Thayer poked around many back corners 
the Soviet empire. His literary aim the exuberant 
and unsensational reporting his experience the 
direction laughter rather than toward analysis 
policy exploration his own Main Line person- 
ality. The result literate and cosmopolitan parallel 
The Egg and 

Despite the unfavorable public context its appear- 
ance, the book might well have positive effect—at 
least the proper circles. According the press, the 
recent rash jingoist obscurantism has frightened away 
large proportion the qualified applicants for foreign 
service. This book, with its emphasis fun and 
games—polo, falconry, and the archaic art getting 
with potentially hostile foreigners—should send eligible 
young men with independent incomes and family 
responsibilities scurrying the Civil Service Commis- 


sion. 
Joseph Cotter, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


O’Flaherty, Liam Insurrection 
Little, Brown. Apr. 24, 1951. 248p. $3.00. 
Liam most recent novel, Insurrection, cata- 
pults the reader immediately into the events Ireland’s 
Easter week rebellion. with sentences that 
almost start simple matter-of-fact statements, 
creates suspense that creeps the reader until, 
before has quite dawned him, racing through 
the pages one with the unwilling hero, Bartly Mad- 
den. Though innocently enough involved, and with 
the foredoomed end certainly known, will find 
impossible resist the power and sweep the almost 
casual episodes that carry him along. 
The uprising sharply etched with lean fine line pre- 
cision that points the melodrama the soul using 
backdrop. The characters are enormously alive 
and memorable. Nevertheless, the hero, Bartly Mad- 
den, like Gypo Nolan The Informer and Michael 
McDara The Assassin, more caught in, than 
able grasp, the situation involved in. Though 
almost human puppet pulled and fro the strings 
conflicting thoughts and emotions, the strings that 
move him have way tugging the reader’s heart, 
keeping his sympathy tied from beginning end. 
try separate O’Flaherty’s storytelling 
characterization like trying stand coin end 
cleave half, that each side might examined 
independently without bothering turn from one 
the other. just can’t done without the mutilated 
result being complete junk. For his superb craftsman- 
ship mints both one piece and each has face value 
only when backed the other. 
Retelling tale that time would taint with triteness 
and giving freshness that alive and authentic 
only proves what excellent prose master O’Fla- 
herty is. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Schurmacher, Emile Nothing’s Sacred Sunday 
Crowell. Apr. 16, 1951. 243p. $3.00. 


This the sort book which provides field-day for 
the blurb writer who wishes trot out the words 
“bizarre”, and the like, convince the reader 
that what’s inside better than sideshow. Possibly 
is. 

The endeavor which finds nothing sacred Sunday 
the renowned American Weekly, least was 
during the late and early “forties”. During 
Mr. Schurmacher’s ten year term servitude that 
gaudy institution was sent many puzzling, har- 
rowing and ludicious assignments. has recounted 
them series episodes which are uneven their 
mirth-provoking qualities, but which are all told with 
the same naive urbanity which undoubtedly enabled 
him keep sane through the experience. 


attempt summarize these adventures would 
fall into the error the writer who tries make 
this sound like the funniest thing ever conceived 
the human mind. Prospective readers can advised 
that they will find several good laughs and whole 
order fairly amusing stuff, sufficient pass hour 
two the book found the guest-room table. 
Nothing memorable, rather badly cut and bound, and 
not worth permanent investment, but generally better 
than most the quasi-humorous school personal 
recollections, since concerned not much with 
his individuality but with his organic integration into 
the journalistic congress freaks. 

The American Weekly, has gone out existence, 
even hasn’t, probably deserves ‘some kind 
epitaph, and this good any could be. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Kennelly, Ardyth 
Messner. Apr. 304p. $3.00. 


The hero many dramatic piece, handsome John 
Wilkes Booth, played the villain for few searing 
moments Ford’s Theater Washington and changed 
the history nation. For the result his madness 
was the death the master political manipulator, 
Abraham Lincoln—the one man who might have been 
able control his Radical Republican supporters and 
prevent the excesses the Reconstruction period. 


The Spur Ardyth Kennelly attempts portrayal 
Lincoln’s assassin. While millions words have been 
written about Booth and his accomplices, most the 
accounts are violently prejudiced wildly romantic 
almost useless the biographer. Thus, despite 
the superfluity words, the problem securing suffi- 
cient dependable data looms large the obstacle 
scholarly biography. Miss Kennelly, novelist, deftly 
side-steps this difficulty resorting “fictionalized 
biography”. the hands master this technique 
often produces brilliant results. Unfortunately, Miss 
Kennelly does not possess the master’s touch. Histori- 
cal accuracy sacrificed for literary effect, and num- 
erous points free-flying novelist’s imagination soars 
away from the reasonable conjectures the biographer. 
Despite these deficiencies, perhaps because them, 
story superbly told (marred only what was 


The Spur 


Fatout Henderson 


this reviewer’s mind the too frequent use paren- 
thetical interpolations), sustaining interest through all 
its 304 pages. 


Johnny depicted psychotic with strong sense 
personal destiny. His mind, already twisted his 
abnormal love for his sister Asia, and jealousy his 
successful brothers, Edwin and Junius, was propelled 
toward the breaking point his unsatisfactory love 
affairs and the loss his voice. Cut off from personal 
distinction through the stage, Johnny smoldered 
Washington, torn between his love for the dissolute 
Ella, who reminded him his beloved Asia, and his 
plans for position and fortune through marriage with 
the very willing daughter Senator Hale. Suddenly 
occurred him that could have distinction and 
Asia-Ella, too. Southern aristocrat through baptism 
desire, came him that could strike mighty 
blow for the Confederacy, and then welcomed 
shining hero the land his heart’s desire. All 
had was kidnap the hated Lincoln. With 
few accomplices should have been easy, but the be- 
fuddled Booth hesitated, struck finally the wrong 
moment, hastily dismissed his colleagues and aban- 
doned the plan. new thought presented itself. How 
much more effective would kill Lincoln! The 
assassination plot was simple and tragically successful. 
But John Wilkes Booth, his leg broken when his spur 
caught the billowing bunting Lincoln’s box, met 
his destiny, not hero’s reception the Confederacy, 
but traitor’s death squalid Virginia corn-crib. 


The future might easily bring more 


John Wilkes Booth, but there will hardly 
vivacious than Ardyth Kennelly’s The Spur. 
Francis Gerrity, 


Department History, 
University Scranton 


Fatout, Paul Ambrose Bierce 
University Oklahoma Press, Norman, Okla. Mar. 30, 
1951. 349p. $4.00. 

The author this biography, member the faculty 
Purdue University, well aware that the name 
Ambrose Bierce fading from American memory. Per- 
haps this well written biography was prepared with the 
hope that the prevailing trend might reversed. 
seems rather doubtful that will accomplished. 
Much that Bierce wrote was interest primarily 
given locality given group readers. 


Bierce was born Ohio 1842; the date his death 
unknown, since nothing was heard concerning him 
after December, 1913, which time entered Mexico, 
presumably report the revolution going that 
time. the interval, his life had been hectic but 
seldom happy. doubtful any writer America 
ever had more dislikes than those experienced 
Bierce. Certainly writer ever expressed them more 
caustically. disliked practically everyone, including 
his mother. His childhood was evidently not happy 
one; service boy eighteen the northern army 
during the Civil War seemed much more satisfactory 
him. Since liked army life, appeared probable 
for time that would follow army career. After 
leaving the service the end the war, went for 


visit Panama but soon returned and reentered the 
army. made trip west with group army en- 
gineers, and then again decided leave the army, this 
time permanently. 


the summer 1868 joined the News 
Letter San Francisco. December the same year 
became editor, although the work editor did 
not appeal him. much preferred writing 
column comment, which managed con- 
demn almost everything one time another. 
1872 decided England, for particular 
reason, and lived there for about three years, mean- 
while contributing magazines published there. Back 
San Francisco again, became associate editor 
the Argonaut 1877, although preferred spend 
most his time his columns criticisms, which 
included everyone from Catholics Freemasons 
targets. 


1887 joined the staff Hearst’s San Francisco 
Examiner, and remained associated with the Hearst 
organization for about twenty years, although seems 
have little respect for William Randolph Hearst. 
Bierce contributed column which appeared just 
wrote it, conformity with the agreement made with 
Hearst. Before long, the readers the Examiner were 
being regaled with Bierce’s castigations such unre- 
lated matters and individuals naval design, horse 
racing, Bancroft, anarchists, Carlyle, dogs, the 
emancipation women, political malefactors, and local 
poets. 1900 went Washington, C., where 
continued his writing. Books and short stories 
well magazine articles were produced him. 
1906, The Devil’s Dictionary, collection satirical 
definitions appeared. Doubleday published under 
more sedate title, The Cynic’s Word 
ook. 


1912 his Collected Works appeared, twelve vol- 
umes. the following year, mentioned earlier, 
disappeared Mexico. This biography, with its excel- 
lent bibliography Bierce’s writings, and treatments 
Bierce other writers, will prove very helpful 
those interested one the most unusual Ameri- 
can writers, and must added, one the most 


colorful. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Henderson, (as told Richard 
Circus Doctor 
Little, Brown. Apr. 1951. 238p. $3.50. 
There’s one veterinarian whom the call “Hey, Doc!” 
liable mean almost anything. may horse 
dog with some familiar complaint but you travel 
with Ringling Brothers and Barnum Bailey Circus, 
does Doc Henderson, their chief veterinarian, 
more likely something more esoteric such play- 
ing chiropodist elephants dosing dromedaries. 
Suffice say that here straight-forward account 
man who took the job caring for 700 assorted 
animals, winter quarters and the road, and found 
that what knew about horses, cows, sheep, pigs, dogs 
and cats applied their less domesticated relatives 
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the circus menagerie. His tale told the form 
anecdotes and most interesting whether deals with 
cassowaries horses, lions, tigers elephants. Medi- 
cations, methods treatment and 
angles are covered each anecdote. The book 
illustrated and suitable for all save the more immature 
those few spots where deals with matters pro- 
creational. 


Cook, Robert 
Human Fertility: The Modern Dilemma 
Sloane. Apr. 380p. $4.50. 


The seriousness with which the author views the ques- 
tion human fertility may summed his state- 
ment: “Next the atom bomb, the most ominous force 
the world today uncontrolled fertility”. With this 
his conviction, Mr. Cook sets out prove his con- 
tention that the only way save the world from utter 
collapse sheer weight numbers birth control. 
denies any moral element his plea for birth 
control. 

biologist the author presents some interesting read- 
ing the matter population. Now billion 
persons, increases daily 68,000 million 
yearly. this rate the year 2,000 will see world 
population billion, the death rates have dropped 
markedly the past generation. 

Cook takes Puerto Rico from 1900 the present 
particular example his problem overpopulation. 
1900 the population was million. 1950 had 


grown 2.2 millions, with promise becoming 


doubled within years. lays great emphasis 
the inability the land support the people. 

The author also concerned with what terms 
“genetic erosion”, the reproduction children 
the “unfit”. Like many others this term him 
synonymous with economic status, educational levels 
and intelligence test achievements. quotes the re- 
port submitted 1949 the English Royal Commis- 
sion appointed study the population problem. The 
report states that the average I.Q. the British people 
was declining about points per generation. “If this 
trend continues for less than century England and 
America will well the way becoming nations 
near half wits.” 

Cook neglects state that such evaluations are 
not standardized and that they have changed many 
times since they were first introduced and are still being 
changed that such statements have relative value. 


The bugaboo “genetic erosion” seen again his 
concern over the fact that women with schooling 
have over times many children women with 
college degrees. 

These are facts known for long time the sociologist. 
The answer, however, does not seem provided 
birth control among the poor. This would not increase 
the birth rate among those with greater education and 
economic security. Thus, the author’s fear “genetic 
erosion” would not overcome the more educated 
group, whom assumes inherently superior, 
would not propagate increased rate. 


The author dismisses rather lightly the increased produc- 
tive capacity world agriculture. points China 


Cook Lauritzen 


and speaks the famines and starvation rampant there. 
This ascribed inability the land support the 
populace. agrees that Chinese farming techniques 
are outmoded, but completely overlooks the fact 
war, revolution, oppression and political corruption 
which has directed the energies the Chinese fight- 
ing almost continuously during the past generation 
rather than the development the land. 


1950 convocation held Massachusetts Insti- 
tute Technology outstanding scientists spoke the 
problem population and food supplies. Vannevar 
Bush, atomic energy fame, stated that science could 
win the race. will more people, yes, and 
they will better off.” 


The other point neglected Cook the question 
maldistribution which sees waste food one part 
the world with starvation another part. This 
essentially problem distribution, not population. 


biologist the author sees population growth strictly 
terms the biological process. confuses superi- 
ority (whatever his criterion may be) with wealth, in- 
telligence and education. The soul sickening activities 
treason perpetrated against the since the atom 
bomb some the representatives this superior 
element leaves much desired. 


Mr. Cook briefly mentions the Canadian Family Allow- 
ance Plan solution population difficulties but 
and large his answer one birth prevention rather 
than social problem solution. The ability nations, 
China included, spend untold billions for war and 
destruction not mentioned being factor de- 
pressed living conditions. Nor the diversion such 
expenditures positive activities raising living stand- 


ards discussed. 
John Baldi, 
Acting Chairman, 
Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Lauritzen, Jonreed The Rose and the Flame 
Doubleday. Apr. 309p. $3.50. 


was 1680 that the exiled Duke Toledo, consider- 
ing himself the proper man rule the Spanish Empire 
place Don Carlos, began rebellion the wilds 
Mexico, rebellion that was never fated for suc- 
cess, rebellion fact that made scarcely ripple 
governmental waters. Forty guardsmen the beggar 
aristocracy were his army, dozen chests gold his 
treasury, his countess and their two daughters his court. 
But with him scout was Spain’s champion sword 
and dagger fighter, known simply Tigre, who had 
been exiled for killing the Duke Navarra. Tigre 
was curious blend earthy peasant and mystically 
metaphysical Spanish aristocrat, usually content with 
pleasures bed and bottle obscure station but 
showing flashes nobility character—his loyalty 
Toledo was deep and constant. 

The party set out from Santa northwest through the 
Unknown Country, effort take ship Mon- 
terey for Spain. The Indians, Pueblans and Utes, were 
probable menace—the country was definitely so. The 
journey began under cloud with Manuel Sandio im- 
planting the seeds suspicion the minds the 


guardsmen against Tigre mysterious assassin 
struck man after man death nightiy camps. 
Sandio was seemingly drowned attempt swim 
flooded river and the party, torn with dissension, con- 
tinued only lose itself the dry and tortuous can- 
yons the region. 


Disaster the shape additional assassinations, intra- 
party strife, the suicide the Princess Catalina who 
had been given Toledo Tigre continued and 
was climaxed Ute attack which wiped out all but 
Tigre and mindless Lucia. With Tigre wounded 
they fled only hounded reappeared Sandio 
who turned out government agent charged with 
accomplishing the ruin Toledo. They found refuge 
with friendly Navajos until Tigre had regained his 
strength and Lucia her mind. Then came the inevi- 
table finale which Landio was tricked his death 
and the pair lovers ride off freedom. 


story Mr. Lauritzen’s effort somewhat pre- 
tentious treatment rather minor theme, man’s 
effort make and maintain place for himself his 
world. Suffice say that Tigre whom raged 
the constant conflict station found himself revealed 
the illegitimate son Navarra whom had killed 
Spain and, therefore fit mate for Toledo’s daughter. 
There great deal maundering about good and 
evil, some correct and the remainder, drivel. The 
book suitable only for adult readers. 


Corbett, Elizabeth Portrait Isabelle 
Lippincott. Mar. 21, 1951. 254p. $3.00. 

Portrait Isabelle soap opera novel form that 
says life can beautiful when the mind surrenders 
compromise religious and ethical principles and 
‘long there are sufficient funds the bank main- 
tain the standard living which one has become 
accustomed. 


The book seems have practically everything that will 
appeal the fatuous readers that will buy it. The 
turn events throughout the story seems have been 
contrived satisfy the broadminded point view— 
sort “anything goes long looks respectable” 
attitude. The dust jacket presumes typify the heroine 
and the “decent, everyday people” whom she 
surrounded noble, courageous and strong. 


Isabelle was the daughter Wesley and Dora Webster 
and her early childhood had been spent small 
New York town where Wesley, professor Botany 
the local Methodist college, suffered Dora augment 
his income and deflate his ego assuming tutorial 
duties. His life’s most decisive step had been pro- 
pose marriage Dora and because his strict religious 
background had been unprepared for the happiness 
they shared their home life before Isabelle arrived 
separate them, for Dora then made the child the 
centre her life. was sacrifice for Wesley 
forsake his work and the status provided for the 
But here felt Dora could satisfy her yearning 
assist earning the family fortune assuming the role 
matron. had not bargained for its effect 
Isabelle who, torn from the familiar places and asso- 
ciations her former life, suffered child’s inexpres- 


Corbett 


sible anguish, but the situation brought father and 
daughter closer together and resulted more inte- 
grated family circle. 


The author has commendable faculty for covering 
years events with the stroke pen and time 
before Isabelle, spoiled, independent, opinionated, 
ready venture into the world. She still very young 
when Richard Reeves, Irish, Catholic and the manager 
theatre boot, looms into her life. His attendance 
upon Isabelle determined and persistent her 
defiance parental disapproval the friendship. But 
their dislike Reeves, based racial and religious 
opinions, was too weak sway Isabelle from her intent 
marry him and, spite efforts separate the 
two, and threats Isabelle elope with Dick, the 
worst does happen. 


Reeves, satisfy his own relatives, broth grocery 
tradesmen and socially beyond the pale, wishes have 
the marriage performed priest. speaking 
Wesley prior the event makes the prize remark 
the story “Whatever your final decision about the 
clergyman who marry your daughter, shall abide 
it. But soon Isabelle and are married, in- 
tend leave the Catholic Church.” because 
hope, sir, that are still all children one God.” 
that stuns the professor. And the author 
goes sight that Christ, looking down from the 
cross after almost two thousand years, must see all too 
seldom” (p. 86). 


Reeves’ wife, Isabelle’s life follows uneventful 
trend. Three children are born the marriage, Har- 
riet, Dick and Mavis, the last sort changeling who 
somehow seemed require more protection and under- 
standing than the other two and who, uniquely enough, 
contributes more the story. their move 
Milwaukee where Reeves advanced become one 
the city’s leading citizens, Isabelle found herself almost 
friendless but for Marion McDonald, spinster, through 
whom many avenues friendship were later opened, 
and who formed much part the family’s life 
anyone. 


After the apostasy page 86, Dick Reeves feels the 
need little religion around Easter time some years 
and pages later. offers think it’s nice 
church sometimes, especially church where 
not known and people won’t think that come 
principally seen”. They decide the 
palian denomination compromise between 
Catholicism and Methodism’” and here “Richard felt 
that they hadn’t stuck the choir front you where 
you had look them, this might almost have been 
mistaken for the plainer sort Catholic Church” (p. 
106). And The children grow and 
Mavis, sensitive, artistic soul, somehow manages 
skirt the edge catastrophe most the time and her 
brief wartime marriage (World War ends widow- 
hood. Following the pattern other Corbett heroines, 
she shakes the dust Wisconsin from her heels and 
seeks fame New York. Dick Reeves dies suddenly 
(without repentance) and Isabelle follows Mavis the 
big city. Here, successful scenic design, Mavis spon- 
sors would-be writer, Bill Ellerey, down living with 
him studio for two and providing pocket money 
the side. 
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Isabelle’s feeble efforts crush this liaison are shrugged 
off and, characteristically, she accepts the situation 
which dissolves itself when the temperamental author 
has had enough. Mavis chalks this down experi- 
ence and so, apparently, does the author, who assigns 
the limbo another meandering from the ac- 
cepted norm. After ail, Mavis was different. 


The sands time have not been standing still and our 
heroine waiting disposed of. nicely 
managed when fractured hip places her the hos- 
pital. double-take this event forces her bed 
for the rest her natural days but the end does not 
come before she has witnessed little Mavis properly 
man distinction—widower, Wall Street 
—and all. 


This pure treacle. The author did not intend the 
people slowly degenerating through the years they 
pursue mythical ideal happiness along the broad 
path least resistance. representative the 
Irish from which supposed have sprung, Dick 
Reeves not even reasonable facsimile. The book 
mixture preconceived prejudices the broad and 
narrow schools thought and school thought, 
and will probably receive more attention than 
deserves. There reason recommend it. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Daiches, David 
Willa Cather: Critical Introduction 
Cornell University Press. Mar. 193p. $2.75. 


Mr. Daiches, American critic some stature, most 
whose work has hitherto been done the field 
critical theory and poetic criticism, provides this 
short volume critical vade mecum enrich the read- 
ing Willa Cather’s novels. (Her poetry treats 
also, but this comparatively unknown and unimport- 
ant.) Mr. Daiches rides critical hobby-horse this 
work, but concerned only with quiet, calm, objec- 
tive evaluating the novels, taken pretty much 
chronological order, show Miss Cather’s artistic 
development and her gradual choice the theme she 
was prefer and work with subtilizing 
courage vision and determination, and the search 
for culture that combines all three 


These were the qualities that made great the works 
that Mr. Daiches feels will last longest (and that 
readers have, with accuracy popular taste that 
most unusual our time, chosen their favorites): 
Pioneers!, Antonia, Death Comes for the Arch- 
bishop, and Shadows the Rock. these that 
the most thorough analysis accorded, and that are 
demonstrated the greatest her works. The 
Song the Lark, too comes for high praise, and Mr. 
Daiches shows finely how, when she tried different 
approach the theme the musical heroine later 
Lucy Gayheart—Miss Cather failed, because, 
too late her career, she ventured approach life 
from standpoint that was not her own. 

Those who knew the Willa Cather the great period 
can all testify feeling let down when they read her 
late work, Sapphira and the Slave Girl, and good 


Daiches Daly 


see Mr. Daiches evaluate its proper worth, 
which but little. The short stories, like the poetry, 
are relatively unimportant, but the volume which 
they appeared, Obscure Destinies, discussed. 
sum up, Mr. Daiches finds that the works Willa 
Cather illuminate for the values the civilized life, 
and that they are likely permanent part our 
American literary tradition. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Daly, Maureen, editor Profile Youth 
members the staff the Ladies Home 
pincott. Mar. 21, 1951. 256p. $2.95. 

Reprinted from the Ladies Home Journal are these 
“profiles” individual teen-agers from Maine 
fornia, Texas Washington, plus the articles 
activities and social trends which describe group atti- 
tudes states. The purpose the original study 
was investigation what young people today think 
the moral code, religion, politics; what they like 
eat, wear and do—evidence from the adolescents them- 
selves which the investigators felt would reveal the 
American pattern years hence. all cases, re- 
porting rather than interpreting was emphasized, though 
the final chapter points out briefly the 
the data collected. 


The reliability findings such study first 
upon accurate sampling, then upon accurate collection 
data, and finally upon accurate handling the data 
the point interpretation. this study, may 
safely concede the latter two points, data handled 
editors, writers and researchers for the Journal, ob- 
tained young interviewers who for year went into 
the public schools previously determined upon, talked 
the young people, played with them, and sat their 
classes. (From these contacts come the chapters 
going steady, driving, sex education and indulgence, 
social inferiority, snobbery and cruelty, and trade-school 
education.) The choice the schools and the in- 
dividual cases whose histories are described the “pro- 
was determined plan which included 
equal number boys and girls, drawn equally from 
the academic upper-middle-and last-third their 
classes, and proportioned the number youths liv- 
ing farms and towns, distributed over the various 
sections the country, and attending schools various 
sizes and types. These identified the state, city, sex, 
and academic group for study, but not clearly how 
the individual school and the individual youth was 
chosen. Hence not established whether the profile 
subjects are unique typical. For one quality an- 
other, they seem rather more outstanding than typical. 


These case histories are perhaps the most entertaining 
features the book, particularly for young readers. 
Ranging from comfortable upper-middle class homes 
real poverty, the young people shown possess widely 
divergent tastes, capacities and backgrounds but all are 
sound and wholesome and hopeful. Among them are 
three Catholics, two whose convictions have already 
been weakened, and one whose practices are lax. 


The Seventeen Reader Ebersole 


interesting that while the book addressed 
teen-agers, parents and teachers, the findings indicate 
that youths’ difficulties are chiefly their parents’ fault. 
Happy, useful young people depend upon the person- 
ality and strength the parent, the editor concludes, 
and upon the “equipment mind, body and spirit 
with which they are born the faith which 
they turn”. Parental love and understanding are basic. 
Teen-agers rebel against parents who not see that 
their children are becoming adults, who judge every- 
thing the standards their own youth, particularly 
with respect fashion and fads, and who invade the 
privacy and curb the growing independence their 
sons and daughters. short, high-schoolers value 
understanding parents who treat them the semi- 
adults they are considered the school and employ- 
ment world.” 


Startling the conservative some its findings 
(Cf. “Subsidized marriage”) the youth picture offered 
reassuring one the whole, perhaps because 
restricted young people fortunate enough still 
school. Certainly, the outlook not drab that 
Howard Bell pictured his 1938 study, Youth Tell 
Their Story, which though restricted Maryland ado- 
lescents covered both in-and out-of-school adolescents. 
Its reading should make for better understanding 
the part parents and counselors. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D.. 
Department 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


The Seventeen Reader 

Stories and articles from Seventeen Magazine selected and 
edited Bryna Ivens, fiction editor, Seventeen. 
cott. Feb. 14, 1951. 310p. $2.75. 

the issues Seventeen maintain the high level 
work displayed this collection, one could not hesitate 
recommend the magazine any teen age girl. 


The anthology covers wide range subject 
along the world”, clothes, sports, fiction and 
forth. Each subject treated manner that will 
appeal teen-agers without being dogmatic. The 
material presented considered the editors 
“the most important articles, the most important 
subjects along with the stories that have meant the 
most readers”. 

Several articles various aspects “necking” and 
sex, which could controversial, are handled with 
finesse, tact and common sense. The idea empha- 
sized that you must “base your standards your re- 
ligious training, your inherent moral self, your taught 
and felt sense what right and good”. 


The stories that are sprinkled throughout the volume 
are refreshing and most attractively written. There can 
little doubt but that this book will enjoyed almost 
equally teenagers and their mothers who may find 
helpful solutions many adolescent problems. 
Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Preparations Department, 
Catholic University America 
Library, 
Washington, 
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Ebersole, Luke 

Church Lobbying the Nation’s Capital 
Macmillan. Jan. 165p. $2.75. 
Congress, legislation governmental administrative 
action, then obviously, Dr. Ebersole concludes, 
churches lobby”. This book attempts show how 
church lobbying has developed, the methods that are 
employed, the interests the lobbies, and the changes 
church lobbying undergoing. 


Dr. Ebersole, professor sociology the University 
Maryland, seems have made painstaking and 
fair-minded research into the history efforts 
church groups and special cause groups (going back 
even early colonial days) course 
government. Besides the specifically denominational 
groups, Dr. Ebersole discusses the activities such 
special cause lobbies the Anti-Saloon League, the 
Temperance League America, the National Council 
for Prevention War, the National Fraternal Council 
Negro Churches America, and the recently or- 
ganized Protestants and Other Americans United for 
Separation Church and State. 


outlines the structure and work the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference and the National Con- 
ference Catholic Charities, and shows their interest 
legislation and government. quotes N.C.W.C. 
pamphlet the effect that the “governmental structure 


our country necessitates this common united activity 
the Catholic body”. 


Churches lobby many ways. They watch legislative 
proceedings, make friends Congress, help drafting 
legislation, provide information legislators, testify be- 
fore Congressional committees, exert indirect pressure 
through the press, and even make contacts with the 


White House. 


Dr. Ebersole seems have good deal respect, 
mingled perhaps with some apprehension (possibly be- 
cause holds B.D. degree from Crozer Theological 
Seminary) for the “detailed and masterful acquaint- 
ance with legislative issues” that characterizes Catholic 
efforts influence the course government. 


The issues which church groups have been actively 
interested are even wider and more varied than the 
lobbying methods they use. Among these issues are 
Fair Employment Practice, the poll tax, fair labor 
standards, health and housing, social security, displaced 
persons, the European Recovery Program, Federal aid 
education, compulsory military training, subversive 
activities, trade agreements, aid Greece and Turkey, 
the Atlantic Treaty, and foreign military aid. many 
these issues, most the churches stand generally 
common ground; some, such Federal aid edu- 
cation, there definite Catholic-Protestant split. 


particular interest are the references Protestants 
and Other Americans United for Separation Church 
and State, movement launched January, 1948, for 
the stated purpose assuring “the maintenance 
the American principle separation church and 
state...” illuminating note that most the 
budget for the first year’s operations POAU alleged- 
was met the Southern Jurisdiction the Scottish 
Rite Masons (p. 71). 
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seems this reviewer that Dr. Ebersole has been 
extremely careful, indeed overly so, betray 
whether approves disapproves the extent 
church lobbying now being carried on. content 
apparently show that churches lobby (which cer- 
tainly not news) and that there indication 
decline either the special cause lobbies the 
extent and vigor Catholic activities. the place 
the new Protestant denominational lobbies—which 
came into existence years after the National Catholic 
War Council originated 1917 and developed into 
the N.C.W.C. 1919—he not sure. His opinion 
the overall picture, however, expressed 
closing sentence: “Nevertheless, the expansion 


church lobbying, probably ‘the end not yet’. 


Those interested the subject will find this book well- 
written, well-documented, and worthwhile. 


Bethesda, Maryland 


Neill, Thomas They Lived the Faith 
Bruce. Feb. 28, 1951. 388p. $4.00. 


Subtitled Lay Leaders Modern Times”, this 
volume collective biography gives sketches the 
lives thirteen great Catholic laymen the 19th 
century, who influenced the fields politics, social 
thought, and intellectual activity generally. 
fine complementary volume studies the church 
the 19th century—or correct secular histories that 
century which emphasize its lack real religion. 

politics, the Catholics set before for study are 
Daniel O’Connell, Count Charles Montalembert, Lud- 
wig Windthorst, and Garcia Moreno; the first two are 
quite well known, but good have easily available 
short biographies the great opponent Bismarck, 
largely responsible for saving the Church Ger- 
many the days the Kulturkampf; and the great 
scholar-statesman-man prayer Ecuador, Moreno, 
more than any other single figure responsible for the 
social and political development that country. 
Again, under the heading “Social Adjustment”, 
know, most us, least bit about the life 
Frederic Ozanam, founder the St. Vincent Paul 
Society, and tireless worker for the amelioration the 
ills the poor. But Pauline Jaricot, foundress the 
Society for the Propagation the Faith, and perhaps 
one day canonized (her cause was introduced 
1930), comparatively little-known; also Albert 
Mun, 19th century member the French Cham- 
ber Deputies, who crusaded throughout long life 
for the implementation French life the Pope’s 
principles social justice—and who began the Catholic 
Workingmen’s movement France. 

The intellectual life that highly intellectual century 
represented here Joseph Maistre, Joseph Gorres, 
Donoso Cortes, Orestes Brownson, Louis Vieullot, and 
Lord Acton; these, Gorres and Cortes are probably 
least known, and Acton perhaps the greatest. Gorres 
inaugurated Catholic political action Germany, and 
Cortes fought, throughout his rather short life, against 
Liberalism and Socialism Spain. 

tend, perhaps, think the 19th century that 
the great Manning, Wiseman, 


Neill del Rey Leveridge 


von Ketteler, Gallitzin, and the rest—but Dr. Neill has 
here shown how large part lay leadership played 
the Catholic life the time, and has perhaps pointed 
the way for similar phenomenon our time. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


del Rey, Sister Maria Pacific Hopscotch 
Scribners. Apr. $3.00. 

Pacific Hopscotch has seven squares the game: 
China, Philippines, Guam, Palau, Japan, Korea and 
Hawaii. Sister Maria del Rey Maryknoll, who has 
written the travelogue, has managed keep her book 
light and entertaining, sometimes too slight and too un- 
satisfying for the appetite which she herself creates 
her readers. The story Johnny and Kitma the 
Philippines, and the wonderfully alive description 
Cheep (the Jeep), the proud possession the 
Sisters St. Paul Chartres Seoul, Korea, reveal 
tantalizing glimpses real people. wish there 
were others like them found the squares 
China, Palau, and particularly that Hawaii. 


The section Guam beautifully done, from the re- 
telling the old legend Our Lady the Barn 
the meal steak and scrambled eggs successfully dis- 
posed while riding the blister Navy plane 
enroute Palau. Sister Marie del Rey touches the 
first with sensitivity and gentleness and the second with 
laughter and gaiety. The most disappointing section 
that Hawaii which dwells almost exclusively the 
island Molokai and its leper colony. The descrip- 
tions are vivid and the touch sure, but one wishes 
Sister Maria del Rey had stayed away from this island 
souls visibly touched the finger God and shown 
the life those other Hawaiians not favored 
God, yet fighting tenaciously retain their hold 
Him. Molokai is, after all, only one island the 
Hawaiian group. 


The illustrations are delightful and, Sister herself 
took the pictures, one must applaud her film pictures 
well her word pictures. Both are intriguing and 
effective. 
Pacific Hopscotch recommended for its warm 
and sympathetic tone toward all peoples and for its 
clear and unflinching presentation the missionary 
priest sister foreign land. When Sister Maria 
del Rey lets the native reveal himself she shows very, 
very convincingly that “the earth the Lord’s and all 
they that dwell steadying core, certainly, 
for whirling world. 

Sister Mary William, 

Department English Language 

and Literature, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


* * 
Leveridge, Ralph Walk the Water 
Farrar, Straus Young. Mar. 20, 1951. 341p. $3.00. 


has become increasingly evident the past few years 
that World War was not initiated political differ- 


Gottschalk 


ences, but rather the book publishers the world 
provide melodramatic background for all the medi- 
ocre character studies conceived the minds fledg- 
ling authors. The foxholes the South Pacific were 
substituted for the trenches Europe when that locale 
was wrung dry. Walk the Water the story 
squad stretch the powers imagina- 
tion can one call typical squad—stymied the 
jungle, the Japs, and each other’s foibles. 


The dominant character the book Sergeant Hervey, 
rather enigmatic combination virtues and vices, 
who can shed tears farewell upon parting from his 
romantic interest one week, and the other hand, 
can coldly sink his trench knife into the innards 
surrendered Jap. His foxhole buddy Cailini, 
embryo poet, given mental cloud-hopping, with 
sense values which caused Hervey choose him 
confidante. The author goes great pains delineate 
the conquests d’amour the cruel Tuthill, and the in- 
sidious revenge reaks upon the effeminate Adams. 
The unfortunate Adams portrayed rather sympa- 
thetically but somewhat overdrawn. Robins the 
quick-thinking corporal who takes over the squad when 
Hervey’s wounded and sent the rear. suffers 
comparison with the leadership characteristics Her- 
vey and the squad feels the loss the sergeant. Robins’ 
foxhole buddy Rosinski, who under the stress long 
days combat and ceaseless references Robins 
his (Robins’) wife, breaks down and engages fox- 
hole brawl with his erstwhile comrade. 


Hervey’s sojourn the hospital seems have its 
main purpose the introduction some real sex the 
story, differentiated from the usual foxhole refer- 
ences that recurrent topic. Hervey meets Norah Cal- 
hoon and the usual idyll ensues. When Hervey re- 
covers and rejoins his squad, now bivouac for 
much-needed rest, injects some the old morale 
into the group, which has been combat depleted from 
twelve six members. The advent green recruits 
introduces some humor and the assimilation them 
into the unit rather true life. Needless say the 
squad returns combat and the outcome 
actions result several Purple Hearts and White 
Crosses. 


secondary personality the book, albeit strong 
one, was that Lt. Voss Lainy, platoon commander 
for the squad which forms the core the story. 
seems was hard-working junior officer, caught be- 
tween superior officers low caliber and line soldiers 
low morale. goes pieces, figuratively and 
literally, when received “Dear John” letter from 
the girl intended marry. 


Instead character study, one might say the book 
“study characters”; how the author ever managed 
squeeze that many “characters” into one squad, can 
only guessed at. Book usual sprinkling 
four-letter words are inevitably there, but, the re- 
viewer admits, story would completely true 
life without them. There are some very good de- 
scriptive passages the book but some conversa- 
tional sequences are dull and incoherent. This literary 
effort Mr. Leveridge’s first, and maybe his last, unless 
acquires enough depth enable him utilize the 
art implication with true craftsman’s skill. The 
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book recommended reading primarily for those who 
have nothing else do, and, for anyone that cate- 
gory, would serve him right. 


Stephen Malaker, Ph.D., 
Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio 


Gottschalk, Louis 
Knopf. 1950. 294p. 


Gottschalk has written good-humored “primer 
historical method”, about what one would expect from 
the pen the man whose likeness reproduced 
the book-jacket. The sub-title the work, which 
its title modestly re-stated, perhaps more apt 
description the contents the volume than even 
the author intended. This indeed primer, 
introduction the work discovering historical facts 
and fitting them together. Whether the process 
scribed original one, merely the attempt 
gather together the works earlier scholars, the rudi- 
mentary steps may discerned here. 


Understanding History 


Index and appendix. 


For study which disclaims its sub-title the preten- 
sions which its title might seem lead, the volume 
contains surprising wealth material. The presenta- 
tion this content progresses orderly fashion 
from consideration the objectives historians 
through exposition historical method disqui- 
sition historical theory. Throughout the 
tion these matters, Gottschalk does his best 
emplify the attitudes considers desirable the 
torian, and there can little doubt that succeeds. 


The volume, its author remarks his preface, grew 
out laboratory course historical method given 
the University Chicago. Over period almost 
two decades, Gottschalk and his colleagues have had 
abundant opportunity work out logical and 
sistent approach the matter historical production. 
Problems facing the student every step the task 
writing investigating history are familiar 
them that they may well speak with authority regard 
the understanding history. 


consider positive values first, must course 
admitted that any book English historical method 
must considered distinct contribution unless its 
contents prove otherwise. Gottschalk’s own review 
the literature this rather specialized field would 
support this conteniton. Nearly the entire serious 
ature historical method foreign languages; one 
attempt remedy this situation Garraghan’s Guide 
Historical Method, which Gottschalk does not 
refer, although its soundness and solidity are indis 
putable. These very qualities, however, might seem 
Gottschalk somewhat apart from the norms has 
established. 


Aside from the presentation these matters Eng- 
lish, however, the volume under review has also the 
virtue summarizing the contributions auxiliary 
sciences. places history context—that is, shows 
history helping and being helped other disciplines. 
expresses the beliefs many 
about the nature this quasi-science. warns stu- 
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dents against many pitfalls prejudice, and explains 
them the chief difficulties which will confront them. 
cites examples historical investigation and com- 
position which should prove most helpful student 
about begin serious work history. 


These assets comprise, fact, all that Gottschalk in- 
tended his book contain. Yet cannot recom- 
mended without qualification. While Gottschalk ex- 
emplifies, his own good-humored fashion, much 
objectivity can reasonably expected twen- 
writer, also seen have real 
standards upon which base that objectivity. Nor 
does furnish any such ideals for his reader. 


all very well refer Acton’s dictum that history 
should composed though the author were isolated 
the middle the Atlantic Ocean—at 30° longi- 
tude. But Acton, after all, had very definite standards 
which would accompany him even the middle 
ocean. Gottschalk exhibits none these, and one 
wonders whether his rudderless vessel would ever find 
the middle ocean able return land. 
say that one can accept dismiss miracles, accept 
reject Christ’s claims divinity, accept reject 
Marx, purely historical grounds, nonsense. 
prospective reader this volume ought aware 
this difficulty. should also warned that Knopf’s 
which appended the book, not 
infallible guide composition, unless one sure 


being published Knopf. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Chute, Marchette Introduction Shakespeare 
Dutton. Apr. 23,1951. 114p. $2.25. 


The only thing wrong with this book the price the 
publisher has put upon it. Otherwise alto- 
gether excellent fulfillment its title. The author 
Shakespeare London, which consider one the 
best, because most sensible and sound, biographies 
the great man English literature, admirably equip- 
ped introduce the young any reader Shakes- 
peare, and she does simple, attractive manner 
that suffers condescension attitude. Miss Chute’s 
enthusiasm for Shakespeare restrained her scholar- 
ship and warmed affection, and she can stir inter- 
est, awaken wonder, and the same time whet the 
appetite for the plays and poetry which Shakespeare 
made. Comments the times and temper Shakes- 
peare’s associates, the plays themselves, are sound 
and way sentimental. only the price this 
slim volume were reduced that could come more 
easily into the hands young students, for whom 
must have been primarily intended! 


That not say that the contents are not worth two 
dollars and twenty-five cents; but only regret that 
few will venture that amount for hundred and four- 
teen pages excellent introduction wealth 
enjoyment Shakespeare. 


Grady, 
University Scranton 


Chute Russell 
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Russell, Bertrand The Conquest Happiness 
New American Library (Signet Books). 142p. $.25. 
Lord Bertrand Russell’s Conquest Happiness clearly 
demonstrates that the 1950 Nobel Prize winner for 
philosophy possesses obstinate consistency. Pub- 
lished originally 1930, this collection “philosophi- 
cal” essays now reappears pocket-book format, under 
the Signet label, attempt capitalize upon the 
new interest aroused Russell’s system thought 
his reception the Nobel Prize. These essays reflect 
the same opposition all that traditional, authorita- 
tive, and moral, currently manifested his Un- 
popular Essays, now the non-fiction best-seller lists. 
The same charm style and clarity explanation are 
also revealed, and likewise the identical mode falla- 
cious reasoning from prejudiced premises. 


The volume falls into two logical divisions: The Causes 
Unhappiness, and the Causes Happiness. Ber- 
trand Russell’s general thesis states that the cause 
various kinds unhappiness repose partially the 
social system and partially the individual’s psy- 
chology (which, turn, product the social 
system Russell’s behavioristic creed). The author 
devotes his initial discussion these causes. de- 
clares that Man’s sorrows and woes are derivatives 
traditional principles held some all mankind. 
For example, Russell uqite incisive stating that 
the modern view the world place violent 
struggle which produces pessimism, theme overworked 
modern novelists from Dreiser onward, causes un- 
happiness. Russell skirts truth naming, other 
causes unhappiness, the prevalent craving for excite- 
ment and the immense worries which our mechanistic 
civilization produces. But very incorrect when 
includes, contributory causes, man’s sense sin and 
the respect for public opinion. When Lord Russell 
wrote these essays, was only slightly removed from 
the days his advocacy nudism and free love, and 
naturally maintains that the usual concept 
right and wrong and man’s belief sin, well 
respect for the conventions society have produced 
repressed individuals filled with the pangs unhappi- 
ness. Russell wants license under the title liberty. 
Likewise, his references the moral virtues reveals 
his pragmatic conception them—namely, they are 
only when they not run counter our selfish 
esires. 


Russell diagnostician the causes unhappi- 
ness incorrect, what about his suggestions for in- 
creasing man’s share enjoyment names 
two sorts happiness—of the heart and the head. 
However, the notion happiness arising from tran- 
quil soul free sin never enters his discussion. 
explains that happiness can come enthrall the mind 
and the body. The enumeration the causes hap- 
piness given chapters’ titles might incline the 
reader, first, agree with the value the remedies 
suggested, until perusal made the methods 
which Russell suggests these remedies are 
applied. For example, affection listed potential 
cause happiness. one disagrees with that general 
statement. But the author tends allow affection 
wherever found, even illicit and adul- 
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terous liaison. again, says Russell, the family can 
contribute happiness. But Russell’s concept 
the family there sentimental fondness 
parent for child, but approach the 
prooblems rearing; motherhood, too, must not inter- 
fere with the career impulses the wife. the last 
portion the volume, which Russell turns slightly 
spiritual and examines Christian resignation foun- 
tainhead peaceful existence, his objective approach 
soon totters before his ingrained, personal, cynical be- 
liefs, and the mundane contributions material civili- 
zation far outweigh the good which Christianity has 
brought can bring. 


Apologists for the truth could well study the style 
this work order ascertain new methods contact 
with those minds which have been fed much error 
attractive capsules. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


The Naked and the Dead 


Mailer, Norman 
605p. Double 


New American Library (Signet Books). 
volume, $.50. 

One the mast talked-about American war novels, 
with the action centering about one campaign the 
Japanese war. Not only because the over-realistic 
language its characters, but because the obscenity 
featuring the “flashback” device that punctuates the 
book, this over-rated book not recommended any 


class reader. 


Koestler, Arthur Darkness Noon 
New American Library (Signet Books), 1950. 189p. $.25. 
Many critics our time have seen this book, which 
originally appeared 1941, the best description yet 
given the world the mental processes intel- 
ligent man caught the Soviet system. The central 
figure one Rubashov, one the founders the 
Bolshevik movement, and almost legendary figure 
its early days. But Rubashov has come doubt some 
the central tenets modern Communism, and has 
cause especially think about the means which the 
Party attains its ends. doubt, modern Commu- 
nist Russia, hand one’s self over the Party for 
and Darkness Noon the story 
Rubashov’s last days, relives his early Bolshevik 
life, and sees his share bringing the modern Party 
into being. 


SELLERs 


Subsidiary figures Rubashov are those Arlova, his 
secretary and briefly his mistress, liquidated the 
Party for “deviationism”, without her lover’s doing any- 
thing save her; Ivanov, Party prison official, who 
comes—largely through watching Rubashov’s change 
doubt Communism’s all-effectiveness, and 
who pays instantly with his life; and Gletkin, typical 
devotee the Party, honestly, deeply, 


convinced the worth its aims and the validity 


its means, willing spend himself well spend 
others Party service. 


Though novel (and now successful play) Darkness 
Noon perhaps does more than dozen solid texts 
help see the Communist mentality and the lengths 
which drives men and women. 


Maugham, Somerset 
Avon, 1951. 156p. $.25. 


Three typical Maugham short stories—tightly written, 
slickly finished, two them characterized the 
amorality (as distinguished from immorality) 
marks Maugham often. For adult readers. 


Feuchtwanger, Lion. The Ugly Duchess 


Avon, 1951. 220p. $.25. 
Except for the superiority Feuchtwanger’s style, this 
typical historical novel—the period, medieval; the 
heroine more typical than the writing, the homely 
woman determined loved. Unobjectionable for 
adults. Appeared originally 1928. 


Housman, 

Avon, 1950. 96p. $.25. 
Praiseworthy reprint edition poetic classic. Cover, 
black and white drawings which illustrate the work, 
and typography, are all fine 


Shropshire Lad 


Hilton, James Are Not Alone 


Avon. 126p. $.25. 

Smoothly-told small-town tale with English background, 
centering about unhappy marriage and extra-marital 
love, with execution the lovers for crime they did 
not commit, the climax. Unobjectionable for adults, 
though they will recognize the story one they have 
heard before. Cover highly objectionable, with 
justification story. 
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